


As a young teenager I visited Mexico with my church 
to help build houses in a very poor village.  While I 
was deeply impacted in a number of ways by the 
experience, what stood out to me most was an 
apparent contradiction.  The kids in the village were 
dressed in rags and living in small makeshift 
structures made of broken pieces of plywood and 
scraps of sheet metal – and yet they somehow 
seemed incredibly happy and grateful.  I couldn’t help 
but see the stark contrast with kids in southern 
California (living less than a tank of gas away) who 
had all the latest toys and video games, big houses, 
nice clothes, swimming pools, Disneyland, etc., yet 
seemed to be whiny, complaining, and chronically 
discontented.  I began to understand the meaning of 
the term “spoiled.”  One would think that a heart of 
thanksgiving would result from a life of ease and 
plenty, but true thanksgiving seems to actually flow 
from a heart that has experienced pain, loss, 
suffering, and need.   
 
It is easy to forget the context in which the first 
Thanksgiving was celebrated.  When the 102 
Pilgrims (plus crew) set sail across the Atlantic on the 
Mayflower in search of religious freedom and a new 
beginning, many sorrows awaited them.  It was a 
grueling 66-day journey during which disease 
claimed two lives (one passenger and one crew 
member).  As winter approached, the ship was blown 
off course and they missed their destination, the 
Jamestown colony.  Unable to travel up the coast 
they finally gave up and, seeing the hand of God in 
the circumstances, decided to make a new 
settlement that they named Plymouth.  This was in 
November of 1620 and the coming winter would 
prove to be devastating.  Within one year only 53 of 
the original 102 Pilgrims were still alive.  Of the 18 
women, only four had survived.  It is in this context 
that these people of great faith celebrated the first 
Thanksgiving in November of 1621.  In spite of their 
great suffering and loss, they saw the hand of God at 
work in their midst, guiding and helping them.  They 
believed they had been restrained from reaching 
Jamestown for a purpose and they had set up a form 
of government based on Biblical principles.  Although 
only 53 were left alive, they realized that none likely 
would have survived if God had not provided 
Squanto, a Native American, to help them find and 
grow food.  Incredibly, Squanto knew English and 
was himself a Christian.  He had been captured 
years earlier and forced to be a slave for a time in 

England before friars rescued him and taught him 
about Jesus.  He eventually returned home to find 
that his entire tribe had been wiped out by a plague.  
Through his apparent misfortune in being forced into 
slavery he had been spared from death, but now he 
was all alone.  But then the winds blew the off-course 
Mayflower straight to him, a ship full of his brothers 
and sisters in Christ who desperately needed his 
help.  And it is these people whose faith and ideas 
about government eventually provided a good 
influence in the shaping of a new nation.   
 
Sometimes it seems that wave after wave crashes 
against us.  But God is still with us and He is working 
in ways that we cannot yet comprehend.  His plans 
for us are good and his mercies are always new.  We 
have a choice to either despair under the weight of 
adversity or trust in God and continue to praise and 
thank Him.  The prophet Habakkuk, amid suffering 
and loss, proclaimed these words: 
 
“Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no 
grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and 
the fields produce no food, though there are no 
sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will 
rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior.  

The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes 

my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to 

go on the heights.”    - Habakkuk 3:17-19 
 
Habakkuk had learned that he could trust God, and 
with that trust came great joy.  His joy was not in his 
circumstances but in God himself.  Those who know 
God and put their hope in Him are not always spared 
from suffering.  But they do experience the abiding 
presence of God and learn to appreciate His wisdom, 
goodness, and love.  And this is the making of a 
good Thanksgiving. 

 

The Making of a Good Thanksgiving 

By Pastor Billy Ford 





 101 Class will be held on Sunday, November 10, 10:45am - 12:30pm 

 Walking Group on Tuesday, November 12 & 26, at 7am 

 Ladies Coffee Connect on Tuesday, November 12 & 26, at 8:30am, at Whole Foods 

 Men’s Study Group runs year round on Tuesdays at 6:45 pm 

 Harp & Bowl Intercessory Prayer Saturday, November 2 & 16, at 6:30pm 

 High School Ice Skating, Ice Station Valencia, Friday, November 15, at 7pm 

 Thanksgiving Feast and Talent night Sunday, November 24. 

 Kids’ Christmas Musical “Chris-Myth Busters” Sunday, December 8 at 9 & 11am 

 Christmas Caroling, Sunday December 22, at 4pm 

If you are interested in knowing more about any of these events, 

please call the church office at 481-0801 

You can also check out our calendar thru our website 

www.bouquetcanyonchurch.com/calendar 



Touch the heart of a needy child this Christmas with a gift-filled 

shoe box and the good news of Jesus Christ. Pick up a box to 

pack at the Resource table in the back of the church sanctuary.  

Then pack the box for either a boy or girl. You can check out the 

list of appropriate items to include by clicking here:   

How to Pack a Shoebox  

(or see the flyer at the Resource table) 

Note: Please review this list as there have been important 
changes for 2019. 

 

Bring your filled boxes to church by Wednesday, November 20 

Operation Christmas Child 

*********************** 

Give a Gift of Hope 
Donate food and other needed items to  -  

 

 

Items Most Needed -  

Food Items: - Peanut Butter;  Tuna;  Canned Meat;  Macaroni & Cheese;  Healthy Cereal;  

Healthy Snacks (granola bars, popcorn, trail mix, natural fruit snacks, etc.); Nuts (cashews, 

peanuts, almonds, walnuts, pistachios) Lentils, beans, rice, quinoa; Canned Corn, gravy mix 

(we also need these products with low sodium for our Seniors); Canned Soup; Dry Soup 

(Ramen Noodles); Pasta; Canned Tomatoes. 

Non-Food Items: - Shampoo/Conditioner; Men’s Deodorant; Disposable Diapers, (sizes 3 

and above); Baby Wipes; Bar Soap; Toothbrushes & Toothpaste 

Items can be dropped off in the bin provided by the Resource Table.   

Thank you! 

*********************** 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/


The BCC Kids’ Choir will be         

 performing their annual  

Christmas Musical  - ‘Chris-Myth Busters’ 

Sunday, December 8th at 9am & 11am 

Snacks on the patio between services 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
2p PRIMEtime  
Life Group 

2  
6:30p Harp & Bowl 
 

Time Change 

3   
9 & 11a Worship 
9a Kids Choir Rehearsal 
9:30a Teen Bible Study 
 

4 
10:15a  
Prayer Meeting 
12n  
Care Meeting 
 
 
 

5 
6:45p  
Men’s Study 

6 
4:30p  
Homework Club 
6:30p 
Stellar Kids 
Junior High 
High School 
Thru the Bible 
Ladies Study 
 
8:30p 
Young Adult Group 

7 
 

8 
2p PRIMEtime  
Life Group 
 
 

9 
 

10 
9 & 11a Worship 
9a Kids Choir Rehearsal 
9:30a Teen Bible Study 
10:45a 101 Class 
 
 

11 
10:15a  
Prayer Meeting 
 
 
 

12 
7a  
Walking Group 
8:30a  
Ladies Coffee  
Connect 
 
 
6:45p  
Men’s Study 

13 
4:30p  
Homework Club 
6:30p 
Stellar Kids 
Junior High 
High School 
Thru the Bible 
Ladies Study 
8:30p 
Young Adult Group 

14 
7p 
Leadership Board 
Meeting 

15 
 
2p PRIMEtime  
Life Group 
 
7p High School - Ice 
Skating at the Ice 
Station in Valencia 
 
 
 

16 
6:30p  

Harp & Bowl 

17 
9 & 11a Worship 
9a Kids Choir Rehearsal 
9:30a Teen Bible Study 
5p Rooted Celebration 
 
 
 

 

18 

10:15a  
Prayer Meeting 
 
 
7:30p  
Missions Meeting 
 
 

19 
 
 
6:45p  
Men’s Study 
 

20 
4:30p  
Homework Club 
6:30p 
Stellar Kids 
Junior High 
High School 
Thru the Bible 
Ladies Study 
8:30p 
Young Adult Group 

21 
 

22 

2p PRIMEtime  
Life Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 

9a Dress Rehearsal 
 
 
 

24 
9 & 11a Worship 
9a Kids Choir Rehearsal 
9:30a Teen Bible Study 
5p Thanksgiving Feast 
& Talent Show 
 
 

25 
10:15a  
Prayer Meeting 

 
 
 
 

26 
7a  
Walking Group 
8:30a  
Ladies Coffee  
Connect 
 
6:45p  
Men’s Study 

27 
 
8:30p 
Young Adult Group 
‘FriendsGiving’ 

28 
 
 

29 30 




